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Bildbyrån Silver and  Destination X

Silver have a intressting collaboration with The Museum 
of World Culture in Göteborg.
Destination X is an exhibition about people’s motivation 
to move around in the world. It’s about travelling out of 
neccessity, curiosity, lust and boredom. 
About tourists and migrants, global families, business 
travellers, refugees and adventurers.

Exhibition period April 29, 2010 - December 2011. 
Admission free. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Silver Congratutates!

Silver are glad to announce the three awards received at the 
Sony World Photography Awards 2010:
1° Prize Professional Fine Art – Portraiture category: 
Tommaso Bonaventura, Mao lookalikes.

2° Prize Professional Photojournalism & Documentary - con-
temporary issues category: 
Davide Monteleone, Daghestan 

2° Prize Professional Fine Art – Natural History category: 
Massimo Siragusa, “Ashes – Fires in Italy”
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Asias wildlife trade
Photographer: Mark Leong

Interpol has estimated the extent of the illegal wildlife
trade between $10 billion and $20 billion per year.

While the trade is a global one, with routes extending
to every continent, conservationists say the problem is
most acute in Southeast Asia.
There, trade linkages to key markets in China, the
United States, and the European Union; lax law enforce-
ment; weak border controls; and the perception of high
profit and low risk contribute to large-scale commercial
wildlife trafficking.

It’s a serious threat to a number of endangered and
vulnerable species.
Not all of the wildlife trade is illegal: some of it is entirely
legitimate, though it can put species under additional
pressure, at a time when they are facing threats such as
over-fishing, pollution, dredging, deforestation and other
forms of habitat destruction. Items may be traded live
or dead.

Despite international and local laws designed to crack
down on the trade, live animals and animal parts — often
those of endangered or threatened species - are sold in
open-air markets throughout Asia.
The animals involved in the trade end up as trophies, or
in specialty restaurants.

Some are used in traditional Chinese medicine (TCM).
Despite the name, elements of TCM are widely adopted
throughout East and Southeast Asia, among both 
Chinese and non-Chinese communities.

The trade also includes demand for exotic pets, and
consumption of wildlife for meat. Large volumes of
fresh water tortoises and turtles, snakes, pangolins and
monitor lizards are consumed as meat in Asia, including
in specialty restaurants that feature wildlife as gourmet
dining.

More pictures available at: www.bildbyransilver.se
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Outside of Hanoi in Vietnam dozens of bear farms line the Phuc Tho highway. These farms, which 
mostly consist of rooms of bears in cages, extract bear bile for the traditional medicine market. 
The bears are sedated in their cages.This can take some time as the bears are aware that they are about to 
be extracted, and so resist. After the bear is unconscious, sometimes just partially, the extractors find the 
gall bladder using a small ultrasound machine. A long needle is inserted, a tube is attached, and the bile is 
extracted into a bottle. This process takes 10-20 minutes. Traditionally, bear bile is supposed to be good as 
an anti bruising remedy. It is also considered a male aphrodisiac.
.
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Officers of the Royal Thai Police Natural Resources and Environmental Crime Division raid 10 shops 
suspected of selling rare and endangered species in the famous Chatuchak Bangkok weekend market.
 
One shop is discovered to be selling slow lorises under the table, behind the rabbits and kittens.
An endangered primate, the slow loris is sold to rich consumers not only in Thailand, but are also smugg-
led out to Japan, Russia and the United States as part of the illegal exotic pet trade.
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The Xiongsen Bear and Tiger Park, with over 400 bears and 1300 tigers in captivity, has animals perform in 
daily circus-style shows, where some tourists are given the opportunity to feed young tigers fresh meat. 

The park, with its attached distillery, is lobbying for easing of regulations on Chinas 13 yr old tiger trade 
ban, especially with regards to tiger bone wine.
A recent DNA test showed that tiger meat was being served in the park restaurant.
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A rhino horn grinding machine in the bedroom of a wealthy businessman, 54. In Vietnam, such machines, 
which grind horn into powder on a spinning finely grained ceramic plate, are legal to possess, although having 
the horn itself is a crime. He discovered he had stomach cancer. His doctor had told him that he had 4 months 
to live. After multiple sessions of chemotherapy, along with regular doses of traditional medicine, his cancer 
is in remission and he has stated working part-time again. He says I know the Western medicine is more 
effective, but I believe in the traditional medicine and so that helps. He has a caterpillar fungus tonic every 
morning and ground rhino horn powder with water every evening. The rhino horn, he says, purges his body of 
poisons; he credits it with controlling hair loss during later chemo sessions.
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At the morning fish market on the east side of Lombok Island, boats carrying sharks unload in the morning 
and porters carry them on poles to the selling area. At 8 am the sharks are auctioned off and immediately 
butchered. The purchaser will sometimes sells the fresh shark meat and fins to separate buyers right away. 
Sometime the purchaser will keep the fins to dry and then sell.
 
The meat stays in Indonesia but the fins and tails go to fin clearing houses in Surabaya, where dealers from 
China, HK and Taiwan buy in bulk. Here an average shark sells for around $100. About 2/3 of that value is 
for the fins.
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The Manufacturing of the 21st Century Baby
Photographer: Nina Berman

On July 25, 1978, a five-pound 12-ounce baby girl was
born. The baby, named Louise Joy Brown, had blue eyes
and blond hair and seemed healthy. Around the world
there was a collective gasp.
The first human conceived in a test tube had been born.
More than thirty years later, Louise is a quaint footnote
in the ever more complicated world of assisted reproductive
technology.
(ART)Children are now being created at a
hospital in New Jersey with DNA from 3 people.

In a school in Los Angeles, 40 percent of the kids are the
product of some form of assisted reproductive technology.
Gay men can make babies and become genetic
fathers at a cost of $100,000, Women are ramping up
their egg production by injecting hormones made from
crushed hamster ovaries. In England, children have been
born from sperm taken off dead men.

About 500,000 embryos are sitting in deep freeze in
the U.S, some will be adopted, others put to rest in
funeral rites, and yet others, the subject of fierce divorce
disputes.

All across America, couples are designing their own babies
and young women are paying for college by donating
their eggs

THE 21ST CENTURY BABY

Assisted reproductive technology (ART) can still be seen
as a modern day fertility ritual forcing changes in how
families are defined. New words have been introduced
intended father, intended mother, gestational surrogate,
egg donor, adopted embryo, multiples and singletons.

Science has outpaced social and ethical discussion, leaving
parents and communities to fend for themselves as
they create and raise the 21 st Century children.

More pictures available at: www.bildbyransilver.se
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THE 21ST CENTURY BABY

Nina Priore and her husband Joe with their four six-year-old quadruplets and one nine-year-old singleton 
child, all conceived with fertility assisted reproduction, IVF. 
Every morning at 6:30 the children pile into their bed to watch a 1/2 hour of television at their home in 
Long Island. 
Fertility treatments often result in multiple children as several embryos are implanted in a woman with the 
hope that one will take and result in a a birth.
.
.
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THE 21ST CENTURY BABY

A woman shows off a tattoo she got after delivering her third child as a surrogate. After each successful 
surrogacy pregnancy the woman gets a carrot tattooed on her body. Next to her is another surrogate who 
recently gave birth to premature twins, one of whom, died. Photographed at the home of Shelley Smith, 
president of an egg donor and surrogacy agency in Los Angeles.

A gestational surrogate means that the woman does not provide her own eggs and has no genetic connec-
tion to the child. She is a rental womb. Many surrogates are going in freelance and cutting out the agency 
so they can collect the full fee which can be as high as $50,000.
.
.
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THE 21ST CENTURY BABY

Scott Zucker (on left) and partner David Lopez with 6 month old son Aiden conceived through surrogate 
Jessica Mondt. Jessica and her family, her husband and two boys, remain close to Scott, David and Aiden. 
Photographed at Scott and Davids home in Orange County, California. Neither Scott or David know if they 
are the biological fathers. 
They intend on producing another child with Jessica and will take a DNA sample of Aiden to see who is the 
biological father. Sperm for the second child will be taken from whoever is not Aidens biological father.

.
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THE 21ST CENTURY BABY

Joanne Eiman of Snowflakes, a Christian Adoption agency in Fullerton, California, which specializes in 
adopted embryos. The pictures on her office wall are babies born from adopted embryos. 
Adopted embryos have been frozen by couples as part of IVF. Couples keep them in the deep freeze in case 
they decide to try and have more children. 300,000 embryos are stored like this in the United States. 
Some couples, particulary those who believe that life begins at conception and every embryo has a soul, 
believe that to destroy embryos is murder. They are not putting them up for adoption and couples who 
cant conceive on their own are purchasing the embryos and either getting pregnant or hiring surrogates to 
get pregnant with the embryos.
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THE 21ST CENTURY BABY

A doctor points out to a couple a picture of three embryos which had just been implanted in her following 
IVF. The sonogram picture is typically referred to as the couples first baby picture.
 At this point, pregnancy is not assured and the woman will return in 12 days for a test to see if the em-
bryos took hold.
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THE 21ST CENTURY BABY

Chloe, daughter of Growing Generations president Gail Taylor and partner Trish, at home in Los Angeles 
with her dollhouse.
The dollhouse includes two mommies and two daddies. Chloe was conceived with donor sperm
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SPRING BROKE

Spring Broke
Photo: Nathaniel Welch 

Spring Break: the two words that generate extreme 
euphoria in college students and extreme fear in the 
parents of college students. 

Spring break, also known as March break, is a week long 
recess from studying in early spring at universities and 
schools in the United States and  Canada.

Panama City Beach, Florida  is  a very popular spring 
break destination, sometimes being referred to as 
”The Spring Break Capital of the World,” due to about 
100,000+ college and high school students who arrive 
during the months of March and April.
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THE BIG ISSUE: OBESITY

The Big Issue: Obesity
Photo: Samuel Bollendorff
 
Obesity is a leading preventable cause of death world-
wide, with increasing prevalence in adults and children, 
and authorities view it as one of the most serious public 
health problems of the 21st century. 

Obesity is a medical condition in which excess body fat 
has accumulated to the extent that it may have an ad-
verse effect on health, leading to reduced life expectancy 
and/or increased health problems. 

Obesity increases the likelihood of various diseases, 
particularly heart disease, type 2 diabetes, breathing 
difficulties during sleep, certain types of cancer, and 
osteoarthritis.

Obesity is most commonly caused by a combination of 
excessive dietary calories, lack of physical activity, and 
genetic susceptibility, although a few cases are caused 
primarily by genes, endocrine disorders, medications or 
psychiatric illness. 

Obesity is stigmatized in the modern Western world, 
though it has been perceived as a symbol of wealth and 
fertility at other times in history, and still is in many 
parts of Africa. 

 

in the north of France where 18 % of the population is 
obese or overweight.
A third of the Americans are obese. 
The life expectation in the US began to decrease because 
of the obesity. In south Los Angeles, the 9th district 
46 % of the restaurant are fast-food.

Before the 20th century, obesity was rare; in 1997 the 
WHO formally recognized obesity as a global epidemic. 
As of 2005 the WHO estimates that at least 400 mil-
lion adults (9.8%) are obese, with higher rates among 
women than men. 
The rate of obesity also increases with age at least up 
to 50 or 60 years old and severe obesity in the United 
States, Australia, and Canada is increasing faster than 
the overall rate of obesity.

Once considered a problem only of high-income 
countries, obesity rates are rising worldwide and 
affecting both the developed and developing world. 
These increases have been felt most dramatically in 
urban settings.The only remaining region of the world 
where obesity is not common issub-Saharan Africa.

More pictures available at: www.bildbyransilver.se

first page.......................... 1
news...................................2
asias wildlife trade......3
the 21st century baby...10
spring broke.................. 17 
the big issue...................25
editorial.........................32















32

Bildbyrån Silver
Igeldammsgatan 20 
112 49 Stockholm 

T +46 8 643 05 30
info@bildbyransilver.se
www.bildbyransilver.se

/B
IL

D
BY

R
Å

N
 S

IL
V

ER

 prev.       next 

EDITORIAL

*Please observe that all our photographers are available for assignments

About Bildbyrån Silver
In contrast to the wide variety of commercial images, 
there is a photoagency that works exclusively with 
documentary and narrative images. Images that simply 
convey their story and are not solely provided as a  
complement to a piece of text.
 
Bildbyrån Silver appeals to every image user imaginable 
and sells features, individual images and entire image 
series. All images are carefully selected and created by 
some of the world’s best photographers.
 
 
Partners
PANOS PICTURES
POWERHOUSE BOOKS
REDUXPICTURES
AFRICAN PICTURES 
CONTRASTO
NOOR

Publisher
Stefan Hallin
Stefan@bildbyransilver.se
 
Producent
Malin Bondeson
malin@bildbyransilver.se
 
Photographers*
Mark Leong/SILVER
Nina Berman/SILVER
Nathaniel Welch /SILVER
Samuel Bollendorff/SILVER

Contact
Bildbyrån Silver
Igeldammsgatan 20
112 49 Stockholm

T +46 8 643 05 30
info@bildbyransilver.se
www.bildbyransilver.se

Front cover:
At the Jatinegara Bird and Pet Market, traders use pliers and 
a whetstone to clip and file the teeth of macaques to prevent 
them from biting so they can be sold as pets.
Photo:  Mark Leong/SILVER
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